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NOW COMES the defendant, by and through counsel, and respectfully moves the Court pursuant to N.C.G.S. 15A-1231 to give the following jury instruction:

You will be deciding whether the defendant will receive one of two sentences: Life Imprisonment or Death.  Life imprisonment is life imprisonment without the possibility of parole.  Life imprisonment without parole means that the defendant will never be released from prison.

I charge you that these sentences mean what they say.  That is, if you recommend that the defendant be sentenced to death, he actually will be sentenced to death and executed.  If, on the other hand, you recommend that he be sentenced to life imprisonment, he actually will be sentenced to imprisonment in the State Department of Corrections for the rest of his life.  He will never be eligible for parole.  

In your deliberations, you are not to speculate that these sentences mean anything other than what I have just told you, for what I have told you is exactly what will happen to the defendant, depending on what your sentencing decision is. 
AUTHORITIES: 
South Carolina v.  Simmons, 512 U.S. 154, 129 L.Ed.2d 133 (1994)
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