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Parent’s Custody Review Hearing Report

At the last court review hearing in this matter on ___________________, 2009, the Court continued reunification efforts with the respondent mother, Mary Bell. The specific provisions of the Court’s order follow, with updates on how Ms. Bell has done since that last Court hearing:
1. Mary Bell shall continue to follow any and all recommendations of her psychological evaluation.
The Summary and Recommendations of Ms. Bells’s ______________________, 2009, psychological evaluation made the following recommendations for Ms. Bell:
Mary Bell should have a substance abuse assessment and comply with any recommendations resulting from that. She should be randomly drug tested. She should attend 15 sessions of The Women’s Support Group at The Shelter Home. She would benefit from individual counseling to address anger management issues as well as family dynamic problems. She needs to demonstrate that she can maintain regular employment….

The court specifically relieved Mary Bell from receiving another substance abuse evaluation but she has submitted to random drug screens which have all been negative, is attending domestic violence classes at the Shelter Home, and has sought regular employment.
2. The mother shall attend individual counseling, which shall specifically address issues with domestic violence.

As shown by the attached letter from the Shelter Home of __________ County, Mary Bell completed six classes and has participated properly.
3. The mother shall obtain and maintain stable, independent and appropriate housing.

As shown by the attached letter from Louie Landlord, Mary Bell has lived alone in a mobile home since ___________________, 2007, has been a “great tenant,” “is quiet and respectful of her neighbors,” and “her home is always very clean and well kept.” This is despite the Department’s and GAL’s claims and suggestions to the contrary.
4. The mother shall maintain gainful employment.

As shown by the attached letter from __________________________, Mary Bell had a job with them for approximately one month and performed well. Unfortunately, due to her record, they discharged her. The letter is clear that nothing about her attitude or job performance led to her termination. The attached printout from the Employment Security Commission indicates that she had actively sought employment. According to the GAL Report, Mary Bell is paying child support.
The attached certificate indicates that Mary Bell has completed instruction in __________________________ at ______________________________ Community College.
5. The mother shall sign the appropriate releases necessary for the GAL to request and obtain her medical records from all treating physicians.

Mary Bell signed such a release that day in court. She has no idea if the GAL obtained any medical records, as the GAL makes no mention of any such records in its report.
6. The Department shall request that the mother submit to random, unannounced drug screens on a frequent and regular basis. Failure to submit will be considered a positive result. Any and all diluted drug screens will be considered a positive result….
Mary Bell has submitted to screens whenever she has been requested to do so. All such screens have been negative.
7. The mother shall not take Hydrocodone or Oxycodone, or any pain medications, with or without a prescription. A positive drug screen for prescription drugs will be a violation of this Court’s order.

Mary Bell denies any such drug usage, which is confirmed by her negative drug screens.

8. Visitation shall occur between the mother and the juveniles once a week at the DSS supervised by DSS. The mother shall have no contact with the juveniles outside the visitation at the Department.

Mary Bell has visited regularly with her children. There is no suggestion that she has been anything other than appropriate at those visits, or that she has had any other contact with her offspring.

9. The mother shall not possess or consume any illegal substance, and shall refrain from any criminal activity.

Mary Bell states that she has fully complied with these requirements as shown by her negative drug screens and the criminal record search performed 9/09/09 for Mary Bell in her county of residence which is attached and confirms that she has no pending charges.
10. The mother shall continue to work her case plan and shall continue to cooperate with the GAL and DSS.
As shown herein, Mary Bell has been working her case plan diligently. There is no indication in either the DSS report or the GAL report that Mary Bell has done anything other than to cooperate with either entity.
Recommendation

Mary Bell has complied with the most recent court order. She requests that the Court authorize her to have unsupervised visits with her three children as long as she continues to have negative drug screens.

Respectfully submitted this ___________ day of _____________, 20____

______________________________

RESPONDENT


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoing document was served on the person(s) listed below by hand delivery:

DSS Attorney
GAL Supervisor
Attorney Advocate, GAL Program
This the ____ day of February, 2011.

___________________________
John Q. Lawyer
Attorney for Mother
