REPORT to the COURT 

Regarding D______  T________, 

DOB:7/9/___

By C_________ T_________, Mother

My son, D_______, age ___, was taken from me two months ago, on ___________.

In the Petition, DSS made allegations which I know to be untrue.  I do not believe my son has been neglected by me.  Even though I disagree with DSS, during the past two months, I have been trying to fix the things that they say are wrong.  I am taking positive steps to improve myself as an individual and as a parent.  I love my son very much and want to be the best mother I can be.

I would like the Court to consider the following:

(1) Mental Health

I was misdiagnosed, and I do not have bipolar disorder.  Please see attached reports from the Psychiatric Clinic at UNC, and the Diagnostic Summary from psychotherapist, Dr. __________.

DSS has said in the past that I was “non-cooperative,” and “angry and defiant.” I believe the reason DSS sees me and my case this way is because they do not understand the impact that domestic violence has had on me.  During my marriage to _______, he abused me physically, emotionally, and sexually.  He was violent with the children.  I believe that, when DSS recognizes & understands the impact of the domestic violence on me, they will understand my frustration and anger. I am willing to get a full psychological evaluation, and anything else which DSS asks me to do to get my son back.

(2) Counseling
Last month, I have begun counseling with ___________, at the ________ County Family Violence/Rape Crisis Center.  This counseling is helping me a great deal.  Ms. ______ is helping me recover from the violence in my life, and to understand the impact that violence has had on my son.  In the past, ________ has been able to “push my buttons,” and get me to react when he argues with me, belittles me, and provokes me.  Ms. _________is helping me learn how to be less reactive to his behavior.  This will be better both for me and for my son.

 (3) Parenting Classes

I have attended parenting classes before with Dr. ________.  The last time DSS asked me to go to parenting classes I attended many more than were required.  I am happy to go to these classes again.  I will start the classes on March 11..

 (4) In-home parent coaching

My attorney spoke with Dr. ________.  She is willing and able to do in-home parent coaching with [my son] and me.  This would be more comfortable and less stressful for me than working with ________, with whom I do not have a productive relationship.

(5) Safety


I have placed child-guard latches on all the kitchen cabinets which are within my son's reach.  [Son] is a very active child.  It is very difficult for me, when a social worker comes to my home, to watch my son and at the same time listen to their comments, suggestions, instructions, and criticism.  If I am paying attention to them, I am not able to give my son the same amount of attention as I do when they are not there.  If I watch my son, I am not able to remember all the things they want me to remember.  I believe this has caused DSS to come to the conclusion that I don’t supervise him when they are not there, and that is not true.

(6) Visits

DSS has been able to arrange only 4 visits in the past two months, even though the court ordered visits to be every week.  I had visits with [son] on the following dates:


Jan. 17 

Jan. 27 

Feb. 12 at DSS


March 5 at the Mental Health office

These visits have gone well.  The visits are supposed to last 2 hours, but none have lasted that long.  I am told it is because DSS is having trouble with transportation.

At the first visit, [son] was definitely not himself.  He was upset, withdrawn, and so confused that at one point he even called me “Grandma”.  [Name], a close friend of my family who has known [Son] and me well for a long time, and is an emergency room nurse, was shocked, and said [Son] looked “traumatized.”

The second visit was upsetting because when [Son] arrived, his face looked badly battered.  I have never seen such bad bruises on him before.  The social worker told me he was having tantrums, getting down on the floor and repeatedly hitting his head.  He had not been taken to the doctor, which worried and upset me very much.

Yesterday, I was supposed to have a visit with [son] at the Mental Health Center.  I arrived on time, 12:30.  When the social worker had not arrived by 2 PM, I called my attorney.  She called DSS to see what happened.  She was told by _______ that the social worker needed to go to a meeting, and that she had tried to call me, but there was no answer.  I was home all morning until 12:15.  [Social Worker] said she would call the Mental Health Center and talk to me about arranging the visit for a later time the same day. She did not call.  I waited at the Mental Health Center until 4:15, but they never showed up.  

I think that was very bad for my son.  The social worker told me it was very important for me to call [son] at scheduled times, to let him know the day before that we would visit the next day, and not to let him down - - that it would be bad for him to expect a visit or a call, and then for it not to happen.

Also, it was VERY disappointing to me – all week I look forward to seeing my son, especially since I am seeing him less than 2 hours a week.

The phone calls with my son are supposed to take place on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday.  I am supposed to call between 5:30 and 6 PM.  Often when I call, [son's] father has not arranged for [son] to be available and ready to talk.  Tuesday of this week when I called, [son] was in the bathtub at that time.  Last Saturday when I called, his father had promised him he could go out and play on a swing, and when I called he was just getting his coat on to go out and swing.

GOALS

(1) More than anything, I want my son, ______, to come home.

(2) Whether or not he comes home right away, I would like him to spend at least part of each day at a day care center.  I have just learned that children who have been in domestic violence situations often have delays in their development.  I do not want this for [Son].  I want him to be healthy and happy, and to have a good life.  I think he would be better off in a day care center where he would have other children to play with.

(3) 

(4)

(5) I am determined to escape from the affects of the violence that I have experienced in my life.  I have had a lot of stress, and I am getting counseling to help with that.  If medication will help me deal with the stress and violence which has been in my life, I will take it.  When I took the medicine prescribed by Dr. Fullwood, I did not feel like I could function.  It made me so sleepy all the time I could not be a good mother.

Meeting the women at the Family Violence/Rape Crisis Center has given me hope that my life can be “normal.”  I want to provide a safe, happy healthy home for my son and myself.

