
APPELLATE QUESTIONNAIRE

The information contained in this writing is intended only for the personal and confidential use of _______________, Attorney at Law, and the designated client named herein.  This message is an attorney-client communication, and as such is privileged and confidential.  If the reader of this message is not the designated person or their agent, then you are notified that you have received this in error and any dissemination, distribution or copying of this writing is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this in error, please call our office.

Attorney Name

Address

Phone Number

Fax Number

E-mail Address

NAME:

DATE OF BIRTH:

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER:  (For billing purposes only)

COUNTY OF TRIAL/HEARING:

DATE OF NOTICE OF APPEAL:

TRIAL LAWYER:

COURT APPOINTED?  Yes   /    No


_______________________________________

Do you feel you were treated fairly by DSS/GAL?  Why / Why not?

How many times did your trial lawyer see you before the trial?

Did you have good opportunity to discuss your case with your lawyer?

Were you generally satisfied with your trial lawyer?

What did you like/dislike about how your trial lawyer handled the case?

Did your trial lawyer present the case like you wanted?   Why or why not?

Did your trial lawyer tell you about any compromises offered by DSS/GAL?

Did your trial lawyer think it was a good deal or a bad deal?  Why?

Did your trial lawyer explain how the trial would work?  Did you understand?

Did you understand what will happen next for you and your child/ren?

Was your trial lawyer able to present the evidence you wanted to present?  Why / Why not?

Did you understand the outcome of the trial?

Do you now understand how it came out?

Did the social worker or guardian do anything you thought was not fair?  What?

Did the Judge seem to be fair?

What things about your trial bother you the most?

What things in your case do you think were the most unfair?

Any other comments about your case:


INFORMATION ABOUT APPEALS

The hearing before the Court of Appeals does not involve a new trial.  The Court of Appeals reviews all of the records of the trial or hearings in the case and decides whether it was fair, and whether it was conducted according to the rules of law.  The respondent-appellant (that is YOU) is almost never allowed to attend any hearings at the Court of Appeals.  Most appeals are decided on the written briefs submitted by the lawyers in the case.  All arguments must be based on things that happened at the trial and cannot present new evidence.


TIME FRAMES

This information is general and there are slight differences in most cases.  Any of the times listed can be extended by order of the Court.  Based on recent cases, the average time for an appeal is approximately 9 months.

30 days
Notice of Appeal - must be given within 30 days of entry and service of judgment.

35 days
Transcript of trial must be delivered within 35 days after reporter is assigned by the Court Reporter Coordinator.   
10 days
From the time the lawyer receives the transcript to prepare the Record on Appeal.  The Record on Appeal is a grouping of all of the documents in a case that show its history.  The Record is sent to the attorneys for DSS & GAL.  They go over it and suggest things to be added or deleted.

20 days
From the time the Record is sent to the attorneys for DSS & GAL until it is sent to the Court of Appeals.  Once the record is sent to the Court of Appeals, the clerk of that court assigns the case a number and notifies the lawyers that the case is “docketed” at the Court of Appeals.

30 days
After the case is docketed, we submit our brief to the Court of Appeals.  The Brief contains legal arguments about the errors and a list of court cases and laws that support the argument.

30 days
After we submit our brief, the other attorneys (DSS & GAL) must submit their brief.

90 days
(Approximate).  The Court of Appeals assigns a panel of judges to decide the case and sets a hearing date.

30 days
(Approximate).  From the assignment to the hearing date.

30 days
From the hearing date to the decision of the Court of Appeals. This is an extremely optimistic timeline. It will probably take much longer than this estimate.
