OTHER HEARING APPEAL CHECKLIST
Applies to the following hearings:

(1) Any order finding absence of jurisdiction

(2) Any order which in effect determines the action and prevents a judgment from which appeal might be taken

(4)
Any order, other than a nonsecure custody order, that changes legal custody of a juvenile.
(5b)
An order ceasing reunification efforts when a TPR has not been filed within 180 days of the order.

Prior to Any Hearing Being Held:

· Petition verified? [7B-403(a)]
· Verification by proper authority (check box)?  [7B-403(a)]
· Summons issued?  [7B-406]
· Summons served?  [7B-407; G.S. 1A-1, Rule 4(j) or 4(j1)]
· Affidavit of Status of the Child attached? [7B-402(b), note that information can also be in petition]
· Petition requests relief?  [G.S. 1A-1, Rule7(b)(1)]
· Allegations rise to need for State intervention?  [7B-402(a)]
· Child in NC?  
· Parents in NC?  
· Other court/jurisdiction already involved?  [7B-200(c)/ 50A-13.5(f)/50A-201 et seq.]
· Was counsel appointed to named parents at initiation of case?  [7B-602(a)]

· Was a GAL appointed for the parent if they are under 18?  [7B-602(b)]

· Was a GAL appointed for the parent if needed to assist?  [7B-602(c)]
Review/Permanency Planning Hearings:

· Court reports passed out in advance as required by local rules?  [7B-808]
· Was the non-removal, non-offending parent considered for placement?  [7B-503, 7B-506, 7B-507, 7B-903, 7B-906, 7B-907]
· Did DSS make reasonable efforts?  (Services to kids alone is NOT reasonable efforts.)  [7B-905, 7B-507]
· Parent requirements tailored to removal causes?  [7B-904]
· Relatives explored?  [7B-507, 7B-100, 7B-903, 7B-906, 7B-907]
· Visitation increased or provisions for quick increases?

· Minimum visitation provided?  (Cannot be in discretion of DSS/GAL or other individual.)  [7B-903]

· Dispositional alternative authorized by law?  [7B-903]

· Was order timely filed within 30 days?  [7B-905]
· Review scheduled within 90 days?  [7B-905(b)]

· Were the 7B-507 requirements on ceasing reasonable efforts met?  [7B-507(b)]

· If ceased reasonable efforts, was a permanency planning hearing scheduled within 30 days?  [7B-507(c)]

· Was an offer of proof allowed on ceasing reunification?  [7B-507(c)]

· Findings of fact required by 7B-906 made?  [7B-906]

· Notice given that a permanent plan was being considered?  [7B-907]

· Findings of fact required by 7B-907 made?  [7B-907]

· Was a guardian appointed for the juvenile?  [7B-600]

· Did the guardian understand the responsibilities and financial obligations?  [7B-600(c), 7B-906(g), 7B-907(f)]

· Was parent allowed to present evidence?  [7B-907, 7B-907]

· Was a visitation plan set out?  [7B-906(c)]
· For 16 or 17 year olds, was an independent living assessment or plan done?  [7B-906(c)]

· If children not returned at permanency planning hearing, were the requirements of 7B-907(b) met?  [7B-907(b)]

· Were the requirements of 7B-507 addressed in any order where juvenile remained in DSS custody?  [7B-906, 7B-907(c)]
