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Introduction

The Office of Indigent Defense Services (IDS) heard from a number of court system actors that they believed that
Private Appointed Counsel (PAC) were frequently delaying cases with unnecessary continuances. During these
difficult financial times, operating efficiently without sacrificing quality is an important goal of IDS. To determine
whether the perception was accurate, IDS looked at the length of time attorneys needed to resolve criminal
cases by case type and by attorney type.

Description

The study analyzed offense data from ACIS for all File Numbers disposed in FY09.! The study calculated the number
of days between the warrant served date and the disposition date for each File Number by highest charge and
compared data results across attorney types, including Private Appointed Counsel (PAC), Retained, and Public
Defender. If PAC were delaying cases with unnecessary continuances, the average number of days needed to
resolve a case should be higher than the average for other attorney types.

Key Findings

The table on the reverse page displays the average number of days needed to resolve cases by attorney type
and highest charge in the File Number. The data shows that PAC are not delaying cases with any frequency. On
average, PAC resolved cases more quickly than retained attorneys. PAC resolved cases more quickly than
retained attorneys in 22 of 28 different case types disposed in FY09. PAC often needed, on average, 2-6 fewer
weeks to resolve cases than retained attorneys.

The data also shows that public defenders resolve cases, on average, more quickly than both retained and PAC
attorneys. PDs resolved cases more quickly in 21 of 28 different case types compared to retained attorneys and
in 19 of 28 different case types compared to PAC.

! IDS worked with a data extract from ACIS that was provided by the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) Technical Services
Division. IDS would like to thank the AOC for their assistance. To avoid data distortions from “Failure to Appear” cases, IDS excluded File
Numbers that resolved as “Dismissal with Leave” and offenses with warrant served dates prior to January 1, 2008.
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