[DATE] 

[Recipient Name]

[Company Name]

[Address]

[City, State/Province Zip/Postal Code]

Re:
In re ___________
Dear [Recipient]:


I am very sorry to have to inform you that on__________________ (date), the three judge panel of the Court of Appeals that considered your case found no error in your hearing and affirmed the trial court’s decision.  One judge, however, dissented, believing that there was an error made by the trial court.  I am enclosing a copy of the decision.  Under the Rules of Appellate Procedure, you have a right to appeal your case to the Supreme Court of North Carolina because one of the judges in the North Carolina Court of Appeals filed a dissenting opinion.


I am prepared to represent you in the Supreme Court of North Carolina.  We are required to file a  Notice of Appeal within thirty-five (35) days from the decision of the Court of Appeals, or________________ (deadline date) if we want to appeal further.  After the Notice of Appeal is filed with the Supreme Court, I would then file a new brief within thirty days.  The other parties have thirty days after that to file their briefs.  The case would then be scheduled sometime later for argument before the Supreme Court, which would issue a decision at some point after that, usually at least several months.  I would, of course, keep you advised of the progress of your case and send you a copy of your new brief.

You should know that if we appeal to the Supreme Court and lose, the time I spent representing you in the Supreme Court would be added to the amount you already owe the state for having a court-appointed lawyer for your appeal. This could be several thousand more dollars.  If we win in the Supreme Court, however, you would not owe anything for any of the time I spent representing you in the Court of Appeals or the Supreme Court.
The Notice of Appeal must be filed by (date).  It is important that you contact me right away to let me know whether you want me to file it.  I cannot appeal to the Supreme Court unless you tell me you want me to.  I am enclosing a short form for you to use to let me know whether you want me to appeal to the Supreme Court.  If you would like me to appeal to the Supreme Court, check the “yes” box; if you do not want me to appeal, check the “no” box.  Please return the form to me either way in the envelope I have enclosed.


I think that it is possible that we could win in the Supreme Court, and my recommendation is that you let me appeal to the Supreme Court.  Please let me know if you have questions, but we need to act quickly or we may miss the deadline to file the appeal.









Yours truly,









Appellate Attorney
Enclosures

