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No. COA _______________                                       _____ JUDICIAL DISTRICT

NORTH CAROLINA COURT OF APPEALS

******************************************

IN THE MATTER OF:             )

(Initials)


) 
   From ______ County

 


)        




*********************

APPELLANT RESPONDENT-[FATHER/MOTHER]’S 
MOTION FOR EXPANSION OF PAGE

OR WORD-COUNT LIMITATIONS FOR

APPELLATE BRIEF
**********************

TO THE HONORABLE COURT OF APPEALS OF NORTH CAROLINA:


NOW COMES the Appellant Respondent-Father/Mother, by and through undersigned counsel, and moves the court pursuant to N.C.R.App.P. 37 for an order expanding the page limits for the appellate briefs from 35 pages to 50 pages or the equivalent word-count limitation, 12500 words.  In support of this motion, the Appellant Respondent-Father/Mother would show the following:

1.
The Appellant Respondent is appealing the _____________________[type of order and date entered].  
2.
  The Record on Appeal in this case was filed on _______________.  Appellant’s brief is due on ___________________.
3.
[Describe why you need more pages, volume of transcript, volume of record on appeal, complexity of issues, etc.] 

4.
Undersigned counsel has been diligently working to prepare the brief in this case.  Although undersigned counsel has not completed a first draft of the brief, and has not yet begun to write arguments pertaining to a number of the assignments of error, it is already readily apparent to undersigned counsel that the page/word-count limitations contained in N.C.R.App.P. Rule 28(j) are substantially too small to allow for proper briefing of the substantial issues presented by the respondent’s appeal.  Based on experience, and giving due regard for keeping the brief as concise as possible without short-changing the respondent’s right to full and meaningful appellate review, undersigned counsel believes that a limit of 50 pages, or 12500 words (maintaining the same proportion as the 35 page/8750 word limit in the rule) will be the minimum sufficient content limitation suitable for briefing this case.  

5.
Undersigned counsel has spoken with __________[Names of other counsel and parties they represent], and told him/her of his/her intention to file this motion.  Counsel for petitioner and GAL informed undersigned counsel that they would not oppose this motion so long as the respondent consented to an equal expansion of their brief content limits.  Undersigned counsel agrees that it would be appropriate for the petitioner and GAL to have the same content limit for their briefs.  

WHEREFORE, the Appellant Respondent-Father/Mother respectfully prays the Court to enter an order expanding the content limits for the appellate briefs in this case to 50 pages or 12500 words.  
Submitted this the _____ day of ____________________.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that the undersigned has this date filed and served a copy of the RESPONDENT-APPELLANT [FATHER/MOTHER]’S MOTION FOR EXPANSION OF PAGE OR WORD-COUNT LIMITATIONS FOR APPELLATE BRIEFS upon the parties and counsel of record by mailing, postage pre-paid, a copy of said instrument as follows:


John H. Connell, Clerk


N.C. Court of Appeals


P.O. Box 2779


Raleigh, NC  27602


ADDRESSES FOR ALL OTHER COUNSEL


This the ___ day of ___________, 2009.
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