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SENATE RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF GAULT 
 

On June 8, 1964, fifteen-year-old Gerald Gault was accused of making a prank phone call to a 
female neighbor.  Without ever receiving written notice of the charges against him, without formal process 
adhering to the rules of evidence, and without the benefit of an attorney to represent him, Gerald Gault was 
sentenced to state custody until his 21st birthday.  Gerald Gault’s challenge to this decision changed the 
course of legal history. 
 In 1967, the United States Supreme Court declared in In re Gault that all children have the right to 
counsel and due process protections in delinquency proceedings.  Recognizing that kids are different, and 
that the judicial process must comprehend the unique nature of childhood and adolescence, the Court 
determined that adherence to due process principles is essential to protect a child’s interests in delinquency 
proceedings.1  Emphasizing that the “absence of substantive standards has not necessarily meant that children 
receive careful, compassionate, individualized treatment[,]” this landmark case forced states to put in place a 
process and system for delivering legal services for children, including the right to counsel.2    

Since Gault was decided, Congress, national organizations and the judiciary have continued to 
recognize that access to counsel is a right, not a privilege.  In 1974, Congress expressed its concern over the 
need to safeguard the rights of children in enacting the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act 
(JJDPA).  In reauthorizing the JJDPA in 1992, 1996, and again in 2002, Congress re-emphasized the 
importance of defense counsel in juvenile delinquency proceedings.  In an effort to establish the best juvenile 
justice system possible, the American Bar Association and the Institute of Judicial Administration researched 
and developed twenty-three volumes of juvenile justice standards and guidelines, which recognize that “[t]he 
participation of counsel on behalf of all parties subject to juvenile and family court proceedings is essential to 
the administration of justice and to the fair and accurate resolution of issues at all stages of those 
proceedings.”3  In 2005, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges promulgated the Juvenile 
Delinquency Guidelines, holding delinquency judges responsible for providing children with access to 
counsel at every stage of the proceedings, from before the initial hearing through post-disposition and 
reentry.4   

Despite the intentions of the United States Supreme Court, the Congress, and national organizations, 
the right to counsel in delinquency proceedings has yet to be fully realized.  Many children still appear in 
court without meaningful access to well-resourced, well-trained legal counsel.  Too many appear with no 
counsel at all.  Yet, the importance of effective juvenile defense counsel has never been more important than 
it is today.  Children are now subject to increased sanctions, longer sentences, harsher conditions, zero 
tolerance mandates, the erosion of confidentiality protections, transfer to adult court, and life sentences 
without the possibility parole.  Additionally, children face tragic collateral consequences, including 
mandatory registration on lifelong sex offender registries, preclusion from public housing and military 
enrollment, and denial of employment opportunities and federal loans.  These laws and policies have had a 
particularly negative impact on children of color, drawing large numbers of poor and minority children 
deeper into the justice system.  Justice requires that children have high quality counsel to protect their rights 
in the face of these overwhelming consequences.  

While improvements have occurred since Gault, we still have a long way to go.  This Senate 
Resolution serves as an important renewal of our commitment to continue and build on the legacy of Gault, 
and to addresses the modern-day disparities that remain. 

                                                 
1 In re Gault, 387 U.S. 1, 36 (1967). 
2 Id. at 18. 
3  IJA/ABA Juvenile Justice Standards, Standards Relating to counsel for Private Parties 1.1 (1979). 
4 See Juvenile Delinquency Guidelines, National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges (2005). 
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The Following Organizations Have Signed On In Support of S. Res. 194  
 40th Anniversary of In re Gault 

 
 

International 
Penal Reform International, Washington, DC 
 
National Organizations 
Alliance for Justice, Washington, DC 
American Civil Liberties Union, Washington, DC 
Campaign for Youth Justice, Washington, DC 
Center for Children's Law and Policy, Washington, DC 
Child Welfare League of America, Washington, DC 
Coalition for Juvenile Justice, Washington, DC 
Council of Juvenile Correctional Administrators, Braintree, MA 
Human Rights Watch, Los Angeles, CA 
Justice Policy Institute, Washington, DC 
Juvenile Law Center, Philadelphia, PA 
Legal Action Center, Washington, DC 
National Association of Counsel for Children, Denver, CO  
National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, Washington, DC 
National Center for Lesbian Rights, San Francisco, CA 
National Center for Youth Law, Oakland, CA 
National H.I.R.E. Network, New York, NY 
National Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild, Boston, MA 
National Juvenile Justice Network, Washington, DC 
National Youth Advocate Program, Augusta, GA and Hilliard, OH 
New Mexico Council on Crime and Delinquency, Albuquerque, NM 
The National Youth Justice Alliance, Washington, DC 
Southern Poverty Law Center, Montgomery, AL 
Youth Law Center, San Francisco, CA 
W. Haywood Burns Institute, San Francisco, CA 
 
State & Local Organizations 
19th Circuit Public Defender, Fort Pierce, Stuart, Vero Beach, Okeechobee, FL  
Alabama Youth Justice Coalition, Montgomery, AL 
Barton Child Law and Policy Clinic at Emory Law School, Atlanta, GA 
Barton Juvenile Defender Clinic, Emory University School of Law, Atlanta, GA 
Brooks Law Group, PLLC, New Orleans, LA 
Center for Children's Advocacy, University of Connecticut School of Law,  
 Hartford, CT 
Carey & Lillevick, PLLC, Seattle, WA 
Center for Children, Law & Policy at the University of Houston Law Center,  

Houston, TX 
Center for Children & Youth Justice, Seattle, WA 
Center for Community Alternatives, New York, NY 
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Center for Juvenile Law and Policy, Los Angeles, CA 
Central Juvenile Defender Center, Covington, KY 
Children and Family Justice Center, Northwestern University School of Law,  
 Chicago, IL 
Children’s Action Alliance, Phoenix, AZ 
Children’s Law Center, Inc., Covington, KY 
Children’s Law Center of Massachusetts, Lynn, MA 
Civitas Child Law Center, Loyola University Chicago School of Law, Chicago, IL 
Clark County Public Defender’s Office, Juvenile Division, Las Vegas, NV  
Cohen & Iaria, Seattle, WA 
Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance, Bridgeport, CT 
Defender Association of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, PA 
Department of Public Advocacy, Frankfort, KY 
Ella Baker Center, Books Not Bars Campaign, Oakland, CA 
Franklin County Public Defender Office, Columbus, OH 
Georgetown Law Center, Juvenile Justice Clinic, Washington, DC 
Goodhope Youth Home, Inc., Trumansburg, NY 
Harvard Law School, Criminal Justice Institute, Cambridge, MA 
Illinois Juvenile Justice Initiative, Evanston, IL 
Just Children Program of the Legal Aid Justice Center, Charlottesville, VA 
Justice First, LLP, Oakland, CA  
Juvenile Justice Advocacy Alliance, Cleveland, OH 
Juvenile Justice Center, Suffolk University Law School, Boston, MA 
Juvenile Justice Coalition, Bath, OH 
Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana, New Orleans, LA 
Law Office of the Montgomery County, Ohio, Public Defender, Dayton, OH 
Legal Aid Society, New York, NY 
Legal Services for Children, San Francisco, CA 
Legal Services for Prisoners with Children, San Francisco, CA 
Louisville-Jefferson County Public Defender Corporation, Louisville, KY 
Marion County Public Defender Agency, Indianapolis, IN 
Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency, Lansing, MI 
Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender Center, Richmond, VA 
Midwest Juvenile Defender Center, Chicago, IL 
New England Juvenile Defender Center, Montpelier, VT 
New Jersey Office of the Child Advocate, Trenton, NJ 
New Mexico Public Defender Office, Las Cruces Juvenile Division, Las Cruces,  

NM 
North East Ohio Health Services, Beachwood, OH 
Northeast Juvenile Defender Center, Philadelphia, PA 
Office of the Ohio Public Defender, Columbus, OH 
Pacific Juvenile Defender Center, CA / HI 
Public Defender Service of the District of Columbia, Washington, DC 
Puerto Rico Legal Aid Society, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Robert F. Kennedy Children’s Action Corps, Inc., Boston, MA  
Southern Juvenile Defender Center, Montgomery, AL 
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Southwest Juvenile Defender Center, Houston, TX 
Texas After Violence Project, Austin, TX 
The Children's Law Center, Washington, DC 
The Maya Angelou Public Charter School, Washington, DC 
The Pendulum Foundation, Denver, CO 
The Stand Down Texas Project, Austin, TX 
Urban Alliance Foundation, Washington, DC  
Washington Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, Seattle, WA 
Washington Defender Association, Seattle, WA 
Washington Jesuit Academy, Washington, DC 
Western Juvenile Defender Center, Las Vegas, NV 
Wisconsin State Public Defender Agency, Madison, WI 
Voices for Ohio’s Children Juvenile Justice Initiative, Cleveland, OH 
Yakima County Department of Assigned Counsel, Yakima, WA 
 
Individuals 
Kim Ambrose, Supervising Attorney, University of Washington School of Law,  
 Children and Youth Advocacy Clinic, Seattle, WA 
Francis Atchley, Napa, CA 
Judith Atchley, Napa, CA 
Karen S. Babin, Folsom, LA    
Angela Bailey, Office of the Hennepin County Public Defender, Minneapolis, MN 
Ellen M. Barry, Legal Services for Prisoners with Children, San Francisco, CA 
Pauline Bassett, Springfield, MA 
Mark Bearss, Minneapolis, MN 
Kelly Bennett, Durham, NC 
John Bigelow, Santa Fe, NM 
Tamar Birckhead, Chapel Hill, NC 
Darnisha Bishop, San Jose, CA 
Pamela Bishop, San Diego, CA 
Derek Black, Assistant Professor of Law, Alexandria, VA 
Jerry P. Black, Jr., Associate Professor of Law, Knoxville, TN 
Gary Blasi, Professor of Law, UCLA School of Law, Los Angeles, CA 
Norman Block, Carmel, CA 
Jeremy Bosler, Washoe County Public Defender, Reno, NV 
Victoria H. Bowling, Norris, TN 
Sue E. Brewer, Department of Public Advocacy, Danville, KY 
Catherine Norris Brewster, Warren County Dept. of Human Services,  

Belvidere, NJ  
Geneva Brown, Assistant Professor of Law, Valparaiso University School of Law 
 Valparaiso, IN 
Liza E. Burke, Seattle, WA 
Sue Burrell, Staff Attorney, Youth Law Center, San Francisco, CA 
Sarah Cahn, Piedmont, CA 
Brian Casemore, Washington, DC 
Angelina Castro, Ft. Pierce, FL 
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Gabriella Celeste, Cleveland, OH 
Shereen J. Charlick, Federal Defenders of San Diego, Inc., San Diego, CA 
Hilary Chester, Ph.D., San Antonio, TX 
Nicholas L. Chiarkas, Wisconsin State Public Defender, Madison, WI 
Brenda Chodroff, Lafayette, CA 
Carol N. Chodroff, Washington, DC 
Paul Chodroff, M.D., Lafayette, CA 
Clara Chun, San Francisco, CA 
Donita Brooks Collins, Esq., Brooks Law Group, PLLC, New Orleans, LA 
Susan Stokley Clary, Frankfort, KY 
Alison Cohen, Attorney at Law, Auburn, CA 
Jonathan Cunningham, San Diego, CA 
Michael Curtis, Seattle, WA 
Shirley Curtis-Ference, M.D., Lake Wales, FL 
Michael J. Dale, Professor of Law, Nova Southeastern University Law Center,  
 Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Narsai M. David, Berkeley, CA 
Venus David, Berkeley, CA 
Jacqueline Deane, Legal Aid, New York, NY 
Mary DeRiemer, Lotus, CA 
Marisa Dersey, Del Mar, CA 
Aminata Dignam, Los Angeles, CA 
Erin Dignam, Los Angeles, CA 
Mena Dignam, Los Angeles, CA 
Aliya Catherine Dillick, San Francisco, CA 
Maya Lorraine Dillick, San Francisco, CA 
Steven Dillick, San Francisco, CA 
Stacie Dollarhide, San Diego, CA 
Grace Dollarhide, San Diego, CA 
Jeff Dunn, Fort Myers, FL 
Jennifer Dunn, Fort Meyers, FL 
Josiah Dunn, Fort Meyers, FL 
Paulino G. Duran, Chief Public Defender, Sacramento County, Sacramento, CA 
Rose D. Edmondson, Pittsburgh, PA 
William E. Edmondson, Pittsburgh, PA 
William E. Edmondson, Jr., New Carrollton, MD 
Rashida Edmondson-Penny, Washington, DC 
Marvin A. Epstein, M.D., Walnut Creek, CA 
Danna Fabella, Walnut Creek, CA 
Jessica Feierman, Philadelphia, PA 
Laura Fraser, Mill Valley, CA 
Michael Friedman, Legal Rights Center, Minneapolis, MN  
Craig B. Futterman, University of Chicago Law School, Chicago, IL 
John A. Gaines IV, Executive Director, Goodhope Youth Home, Inc.,  
 Trumansburg, NY   
Carrie Gilbert, Pleasanton, CA 
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David Gilbert, Pleasanton, CA 
Deidra Gilbert, Herndon, VA 
Thalia N.C. Gonzalez, Senior Legal Counsel, Berkeley, CA 
Joseph R. Grodin, Distinguished Emeritus Professor, University of California,  
 Hastings College of the Law, San Francisco, CA 
Steve Hall, The Stand Down Texas Project, Austin, TX 
Amanda Halte, San Diego, CA 
Brad Halte, San Diego, CA 
Andrea Warren Hamos, Ashland, VA 
Sarah Handelsman, M.D., Piedmont, CA 
Kacey Hansen, RN, Clayton, CA 
Stephen K. Harper, Miami, FL 
Andrew Haskell, Washington, DC 
Erin Haskell, Washington, DC 
Jaime Hawk, Seattle, WA 
John Hedges, Morgantown, WV 
M. Clara Hernandez, El Paso County Public Defender, El Paso, TX 
Randy Hertz, Professor of Clinical Law, NYU Law School, NY 
J. L. Hickok, Charleston, WV 
Dan Holohan, Bethpage, NY 
Kelly Holohan, Charlottesville, CA 
Meghan Holohan, New York, NY 
Kelli R. Howard, Dayton, OH 
Nancy Gannon Hornberger, Washington, DC 
Judith B. Jones, Washington, DC 
Celia Barley Joyce, BSW, Evarts, KY 
Michael P. Judge, Chief Public Defender, Los Angeles County, CA 
David J. Jung, Professor of Law, Director for the Center for State & Local  
 Government Law, UC Hastings College of the Law, San Francisco, CA 
Barbara Kaban, Children’s Law Center, Lynn, MA   
Wendy Kaplan, Clinical Associate Professor of Law, Boston University School of  
 Law, Boston, MA 
Elizabeth Gladden Kehoe, Washington, DC 
Edward P. Kelley, President & CEO, Robert F. Kennedy Children’s Action Corps,  
 Inc., Boston, MA     
Lisa Kelly, Director, Children and Youth Advocacy Clinic, University of  
 Washington School of Law, Seattle, WA 
Thomas I. Kennedy, Covenant House, New York, NY 
Dan Kesselbrenner, Executive Director, National Immigration Project of the  
 National Lawyers Guild, Boston, MA 
Jon C. Komorowski, Bellingham, WA 
Gina Konwiser, Los Angeles, CA 
Kern Konwiser, Los Angeles, CA 
Brian Larky, Napa, CA 
Patricia Lee, San Francisco, CA 
Dr. Gertrud Lenzer, Brooklyn, NY 
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Ernie Lewis, Public Advocate, Department of Public Advocacy, Frankfort, KY 
Rory K. Little, Professor of Law, University of California Hastings College of the  
 Law, San Francisco, CA 
Walter C. Long, Austin, TX 
Antoinette LoPresti, Staten Island, NY 
Marc LoPresti, New York, NY 
Monika Y. Loya, Attorney at Law, San Francisco, CA 
Mark Lubkowitz, Burlington, VT 
Kaarin M. Lueck, Wayne County Public Defenders' Office, Richmond, IN 
Patrick J. Mahoney, San Francisco, CA 
Katayoon Majd, National Juvenile Defender Center, Washington, DC 
Jesse M. Mallinger, Esq., San Diego, CA 
Frank Mangan, San Diego, CA 
Pam Marsh, Addison County Juvenile Defender, Middlebury, VT 
Robert W. Mason, Office of the Public Defender, Jacksonville, FL 
Candis Mitchell, Federal Defenders of San Diego, Inc., San Diego, CA 
Jane Moran, Williamson, WV 
Leila Morgan, Federal Defenders of San Diego, Inc., San Diego, CA 
Theresa B. Moser, Albany, NY 
Teri L. Mosier, Paintsville, Kentucky 
Angela Muse, Washington, DC 
Odeana R. Neal, Baltimore, MD 
Patricia Nevin, Assistant Hennepin County Public Defender Minneapolis, MN  
Veronica Nolan, Washington, DC 
Christopher M. Northrop, Visiting Clinical Professor, Juvenile Justice Clinic,  
 University of Maine School of Law, Portland, ME 
George Oleyer, Oxford, CT 
Isabella Ormiston, Cheverly, MD 
Matt Ormiston, Washington, DC 
Zachary Ormiston, College Park, MD 
Linda A. Pace, Chief Assistant Circuit Defender, Stone Mountain Circuit Court  
 Division, Decatur, GA 
Rakesh Patel, Washington, DC 
Martha Jane Patton, Executive Director, Legal Aid Society of Birmingham,  
 Birmingham, AL   
Robert Penny, Alexandria, VA 
Theresa Peterson, Youth Services Counselor, Harrison County Youth Court,  
 Gulfport, MI 
Stephen W. Phillippi, Jr., MSW, LCSW, Faculty, Louisiana State University  
 School of Public Health, New Orleans, LA 
Eugene Pinkard, Principal, Maya Angelou Public Charter School,  

Washington, DC 
Patricia Puritz, Washington, DC 
Virginia Raymond, Austin, TX 
Jimmonique R.S. Rodgers, Juvenile Appeals Attorney, Atlanta, GA 
Susan D. Roske , Chief Deputy Public Defender-Juvenile Division, Office of the  



 7

 Clark County, Las Vegas, NV 
Patricia Rousseau, Attorney at Law, Dayton, OH 
Elizabeth Ryan, Washington, DC 
Vivek S. Sankaran, Clinical Assistant Professor of Law, University of Michigan  
 Law School, Child Advocacy Law Clinic, Ann Arbor, MI  
Anna Saxman, Montpelier, VT 
Lisa Scali, Portland, ME 
Mary Ann Scali, Washington, DC 
Michael Scali, New York, NY 
Nancy Scali, Lake Wales, FL 
Tom Scali, Lake Wales, FL 
Tommy Scali, New York, NY 
David R. Schmidt, Albuquerque, NM 
Helene Schwartz, Danville, CA 
Melissa Schwartz, San Franciso, CA 
Stephen Schwartz, Healdsburg, CA 
Zoe Schwartz, Healdsburg, CA 
Paromita Shah, Associate Director, National Immigration Project of the National  
 Lawyers Guild, Boston, MA 
Henriette Scherer-LoPresti, New York, NY 
Amy Siegel, San Francisco, CA 
Harvey Siegel, Pleasanton, CA 
Lindsay Siegel, San Diego, CA 
Margo Siegel, Pleasanton, CA 
Georgene Siroky, Pittsburgh, PA 
Brenda V. Smith, Professor/Project Director, Community and Economic  
 Development Law Clinic, American University, Washington, DC 
Tobie J. Smith, Legal Aid Society of Birmingham, Birmingham, AL   
Sheila Spaulding, Walnut Creek, CA 
Wayne Spaulding, Walnut Creek, CA 
Robin Stanley-Edmondson, R.N., Hyattsville, MD 
Tamara Steckler, New York, NY 
Elizabeth Stewart, Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center, Fort Pierce, FL 
Randolph N. Stone, Clinical Professor of Law, University of Chicago Law School,  
 Chicago, IL 
John Stuart, Minneapolis, MN 
Ingrid Swenson, Office of Public Defense Services, Salem, OR 
Kim Brooks Tandy, Children’s Law Center, Covington, KY 
Kelli Taylor, Washington, DC 
Susan E. Teaster, Atlanta, GA 
Nisha Thakker, Executive Director, The National Youth Justice Alliance,  
 Washington, DC 
Rosey Thurman, Staff Attorney, Team Child, Spokane, WA 
Frank Vandervort, Clinical Assistant Professor of Law, University of  

Michigan Law School, Ann Arbor, MI 
Colette Tvedt, Seattle, WA 
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Michael R. Wahl, Mount Vernon, WA 
Michael Wald, Professor of Law Emeritus, Stanford University,  

San Francisco, CA   
Dorothy Walker, Berkeley, CA 
Robin Walker-Sterling, Washington, DC 
Cathy Wasserman, Jersey City, NJ 
Marsha Weissman, New York, NY 
Joanna Whiteley, M.D., Del Mar, CA 
Caroline Wilshusen, Portland, ME  
Maria Woltjen, Director, Immigrant Children's Advocacy Center, University of  
 Chicago, Chicago, IL 
George Yeannakis, Washington State Office of Public Defense, Olympia, WA 
Michael Yohay, Clark County, NV 
Vincent P. Yustas, Department of Public Advocacy, Brandenburg, KY 

Cindy Zedeck, Palo Alto, CA 
Franklin E. Zimring, Professor of Law, University of California at Berkeley,  
 Berkeley, CA 
Eric J. Zogry, Durham, NC 
 


