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Disposition HearingDisposition Hearing
What is it?What is it?

●● Informal ProcessInformal Process
●● Rules of EvidenceRules of Evidence



Court Determines:Court Determines:

Plan of care for the childrenPlan of care for the children
●●Where do they live?Where do they live?
●● What are their needs?What are their needs?



What does social services have to do What does social services have to do 
to improve the situation?to improve the situation?

What do parents have to do to What do parents have to do to 
improve the situation?improve the situation?



What is the focus?What is the focus?

““Best Interest of the ChildBest Interest of the Child””



Disposition OutcomesDisposition Outcomes

Placement of childrenPlacement of children

VisitationVisitation

Psychological testing & counselingPsychological testing & counseling

Parenting classesParenting classes



Disposition Disposition 
OutcomesOutcomes

ContinuedContinued

●● Substance abuse treatmentSubstance abuse treatment

●● Drug testingDrug testing

●● Attend childrenAttend children’’s appointmentss appointments

●● Child supportChild support



TheoryTheory

Brainstorm:Brainstorm:
Facts (Good & Bad)Facts (Good & Bad)
Examine clientExamine client’’s positions position



Advancing Your TheoryAdvancing Your Theory

ISSUEISSUE: What information : What information 
will support your theory?will support your theory?

ISSUEISSUE: Where will that : Where will that 
information come from?information come from?



Consider EverythingConsider Everything!!

●● WitnessesWitnesses
►► Employer/coEmployer/co--workersworkers
►► FriendsFriends
►► Child care providersChild care providers
►► NeighborsNeighbors
►► RelativesRelatives



Consider EverythingConsider Everything!!

ReportsReports
►►EmployerEmployer
►► Parenting ProgramParenting Program
►► Drug TestsDrug Tests



Challenge PetitionerChallenge Petitioner’’s s 
EvidenceEvidence

WitnessesWitnesses
Who?Who?
Why?Why?

ReportsReports
EmployerEmployer
Parenting ClassParenting Class
Drug TestsDrug Tests



ALWAYSALWAYS

Be an Advocate for your clientBe an Advocate for your client
In the court roomIn the court room

ANDAND
☻☻Outside of the court roomOutside of the court room
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