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The Eyewitness

Eyewitness Identification Act

G.S. Section 15A-284.51 et seq.
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Eyewitness Identification Act Reforms

“A lineup shall be conducted by an 
independent administrator”

“Individuals or photos shall be 
presented to witnesses sequentially . . 
. and removed after it is viewed before 

the next individual or photo is 
presented.”

Eyewitness Identification Act Reforms

“Before a lineup, the eyewitness shall 
be instructed that:

G.S. 15A-284.52 (b)(3)
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Eyewitness Identification Act Reforms

Other “Shalls”

• Photo shall be contemporary and resemble appearance at time of 
crime

• Fillers generally resemble eyewitness’s description, shall include 5 
fillers per suspect, fillers must differ from photo array to photo 
array

• Suspect placed in different position for each eyewitness

• No information concerning arrest visible

• Identifying actions done by all lineup members

• All lineup members out of view before lineup

Eyewitness Identification Act Reforms

• One suspect per lineup

• Nothing said about suspect’s position “or regarding 
anything that might influence the . . . 
identification.”

• Administrator shall seek and document a clear 
statement at the time of identification of 
confidence

• No one present who knows other than eyewitness 
and attorney

• “Unless it is not practical, a video record . . . shall be 
made.”
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Eyewitness Identification Act Reforms

Other “Shalls”

G.S. 15A-284.52 (b)(15)

Eyewitness Identification Act Reforms

Other “Shalls”

G.S. 15A-284.52 (c)
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Eyewitness Identification Act Reforms

Violations

G.S. 15A-284.52 (d)



 


